
A Letter from the President 

December 2014 

Atlantic Seed Association 

Volume 12, Issue 2 

The Seedsman 
Carrie Bohrer, Executive Director       Fax: 240-597-1264        Email: carrieb@newsomseed.com 

Is it possible that 2014 is just about coming to close?  Two 

months ago many of us were together in Pittsburgh, PA for the 

62
nd

 Annual Convention at the Omni William Penn Hotel.  If you 

missed this past year's convention, Pittsburgh proved to be a 

great host for us as we experienced the cultural diversity that lies within the “Steel 

City.”  Stephanie Breckenridge did a great job of putting together a meaningful    

agenda with a special opportunity to tour Ernst Seeds facility and operations.  The 

Ernst family and their employees graciously hosted us and allowed us to tour one of 

the very unique companies in our seed industry.  Thanks again for giving our            

association a glimpse of the conservation seed industry. 

 

As we move forward into 2015, what's in store for the ASA?  At the past convention, a 

Strategic Planning Committee was initiated with Fred Mohr, from Seedway, as the 

Chair.  This committee will be contacting our membership and asking for their       

feedback on a variety of questions related to the ASA.  This information will be     

gathered together and presented before the membership at our next convention.  

Your willingness to provide thoughtful feedback will ensure that this will be a valuable 

step in helping us plan for the future of our organization. 

 

Speaking of our next convention, put October 3-6, 2015 on your calendar because we 

are going to Gettyburg, PA.  It may be a small town, but it has a big place of            

importance in the history of the United States of America.  We will be staying at the 

beautifully restored Gettysburg Hotel, established in 1797, 

(www.hotelgettysburg.com).  Our stay in Gettysburg will provide no shortage of       

history to explore, unique shops to visit and eateries to patron all within walking     

distance.  You can look forward to more details in the coming months, as we plan the 

63
rd

 Annual ASA Convention.  I hope you and your family have a wonderful holiday 

season! 

~Doug Rohrer, ASA President, P. L. Rohrer & Bro., Inc. 

http://www.hotelgettysburg.com/
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Turf grass Report by David Lundell, Ampac Seed 

 Annual Ryegrass: Ample supplies with average per acre yields.   Fall movement 

was below normal pounds.    

Perennial Ryegrass: Yields were generally below normal for most of the production 

region.  Inventories were low going into harvest for most companies.  However,    

below average fall usage has lessened the potential for a shortfall come spring.   

Tall Fescue:  Turf Type inventories were adequate  going into harvest.  Most yields 

were average across the production region.  Below average seed movement this fall  

has added to the inventoried seed that will be available for spring. 

K-31 Tall Fescue: Oregon production was tight and inventories are low.  Missouri  

production has tighten up as well toward the end the fall shipping season. 

Fine Fescue:  Creeping Red Fescue had good supplies in Oregon and yields were  

fairly close to average.   Canadian Boreal has tightened some this fall for spring sales.  

Boreal yields were somewhat below average for harvest and the carryover seed has 

been reduced.                   

Hard Fescue remains tight going into spring sales.  Inventories were low before    

harvest and crop yields were just average on reduced acres.                     

Chewings Fescue remains somewhat tight going into spring.  Yields were close to  

average, again on reduced acres.   

Kentucky Bluegrass: Overall, yields were below average.  Low end and common    

cultivars are moderate in their supply moving toward spring.  Midrange cultivars are 

tight overall.  Some named cultivars are tighter than others.  High end Bluegrass  

cultivars are very tight to scarce.   

Poa trivalis:   Overall good supplies.  Production was fairly normal.   

Bentgrass:  Creeping bentgrass has overall good supplies.  Highland Bentgrass is 

very tight.   

Clover: the Canada clover yield was below average across all species in production.  

Therefore, all clover out of Canada is limited.  Oregon White Clover production was 

below average on yield per acre.  Therefore, inventories have become tight because 

of limited carryover seed.  Red and Crimson Clover yields were average and I      

nventories remain good. 

Cover Crop species: Adequate supplies across the board.   

Brome:  Supplies were down and yields were below average.  Inventories have   

tightened for spring.   
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Forage Report by Scott Rushe, Seedway 

“Oh the weather outside is frightful, But the fire is so delightful, And since we've no 

place to go, Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow! It doesn't show signs of            

stopping…..” 

I am sure our friends in the “Snow Belt” of the Great lakes are already done with   

winter, but unfortunately it is just a beginning. With the early arrival of below average 

temperatures and abundant snow accumulations in some areas, most growers did 

not have enough time to get their fields ready for the winter months. Some may have 

their last hay cutting still in the field, others have corn and beans that they need to 

harvest. All of this will have an impact on field conditions come Spring.  I would      

expect with corn prices where they are, the poor field conditions, and some areas not 

having enough hay, we will see increased frost seeding and spring planting in most 

of the Northeast.  A quick report from what we have heard about the forage market 

follows:  

Alfalfa growers can expect slightly higher prices and adequate supplies of proprietary 

seed for the 2015 season. There have been reports, however, out of Canada that the 

crop is very tight. Crimson clover is soft, medium red clover is in good supply, and 

some proprietary red clovers are tight, especially out of Canada. Proprietary white 

clovers are becoming tight.  Birdsfoot trefoil is on a rebound with good supply. 

Late maturing Orchardgrass is tight with costs strengthening, while early maturing 

Orchardgrass seems to be in good supply.  Forage tall fescue is strengthening, as well 

as the K-31 market. Reeds Canarygrass is still very tight. Smooth brome is also very 

tight. Annual ryegrass and perennial ryegrass seem to be in good supply. 

Rumor has it that there is a tremendous supply of radishes on the West Coast and 

that prices are very soft. Other cover crop genetics seem to be stable. 

As always, securing your needs early to ensure you get the genetics you need for 

your customer is always wise! 

I wish you all a Safe Holiday Season and look forward to what 2015 has to offer! 

Health, Happiness, and Prosperity! 
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As we move into winter 2014/15 we have gotten off to a good start with moisture and 

snowfall accumulating in the mountains of the Pacific Northwest.  This is an important 

first step to replenishing reservoirs after the well-documented 2014 drought.  Fall 

plantings went as planned.  However, the recent cold snap that has hit eastern Oregon 

and Idaho did not give the benefit of a gradual hardening off and may do some   

damage to fall planted vegetable seed crops.  On the bright side there is snow on the 

ground to protect against the extreme cold.  In this regard, California seed production 

has not been affected.  Vegetable seed inventories look adequate to finish the season, 

with no major shortages on the horizon. 

Vegetable Crop Report by Matt Hilbert, Wildwest Seeds 

A message from Past President Breckenridge 

I would like to thank all of you for your support during this year’s convention. Each 

and every one of you played a part in making the convention successful, whether you 

donated an item for the auction, sponsored an event or participated in an activity. 

Please bear with me as I thank a few more people. . .  

I want to thank Ernst Seeds for allowing me to be part of the ASA and supporting me, 

not only during my presidency but over the years. It was quite an honor to have the 

ASA members take time to tour our facilities. We are all very proud of our workplace 

as well as the work that we do.  

In addition, I would not have made it through the last few months prior to the       

convention without Nikki’s help. She took on any task I sent her way and kept me 

sane throughout the entire process.  

Finally, thank you doesn’t seem sufficient regarding everything that Carrie does. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed working with her during my time on the board, especially over 

the last year, and would absolutely do it again. 

I wish Doug all the best as he plans the 2015 convention in Gettysburg, PA. The ASA is 

in great hands, and Doug has a lot of ideas in line for his program. I have no doubt it 

will be a success. 

Happy Holidays to all of you, and enjoy this time with family and friends as we move 

into the New Year. 

All the best,  Stephanie Breckenridge, Ernst Seeds, ASA Past President 
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Some 2014 convention highlights! 

On the way to Ernst! The sun 

finally came out!  

Calvin Ernst showing us the 

many varieties they grow and 

harvest.  

On the left, President 

Breckenridge awards 

Calvin Ernst with the 

ASA Honorary Mem-

ber for 2014.  On the 

right is a sprayer 

Ernst uses to spray 

only the plants the 

spray is intended for! 

Amazing!  
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Convention highlights continued... 

 

The ASA business meeting  started off 

with a People Bingo (above center) and 

ended with the presentation of our two 

grants for 2014. Thank you to Nikki     

Hindle in presenting and Jon Straughn 

for accepting on behalf of our            

recipients. 



Atlantic Seed 
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A note from your Executive  

Director…. 
Hello ASA members!  I hope you are able to enjoy this time of year 

and all the holiday festivities that take place!  You deserve it!   

We had a very successful convention this year! With the change in the 

time frame and format, as well as taking a field trip, the ASA 2014 

Convention was a great success!  It was a success because our         

Executive Committee is committed to bringing you a more productive 

and meaningful membership and convention.  It brings me great joy 

to  facilitate these meetings that our Executive Committee plan for 

you.  We may have spent a little more this year at the convention with 

the outside field trip and bringing back some of the traditional events, 

yet I will say that it was completely worth it with the feedback we 

have  received.  We hope to continue to put together some great            

conventions and are working on other ways to increase  the worth in 

membership of the ASA.  I look forward to an awesome strategic  

planning session to find out what it is YOU really want from                

 the ASA!  Thank you ahead of time for your participation in          

 the information seeking component of the Strategic  

  Planning Committee.  Happy Holidays and  

   Happy New Year!  


